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I've compiled some free resources to support lesson planning for distance learning. These links will take 
you to websites where you can find short stories, text passages, articles, or writing activities. I’ve included 
a brief description of what you’ll find at each link or website and some suggested grade levels. You’ll 
probably have to register to access resources. I hope you’ll find some of them useful. 

Free Text Resources 

1. A List of Children's Authors Doing Online Read-Alouds and Activities is not only for 
listening to stories but seeing favorite children’s authors. 
https://www.weareteachers.com/virtual-author-activities/ 

2. (preK-5) Conserve Our Wild https://www.conserveourwild.com/ is an environmentally 
friendly organization dedicated to improve literacy and wildlife awareness. They provide a free 
online reading platform for emergent readers and wildlife children's wildlife storybooks for 
prekindergarten to fifth grade students. 

3. (K-8) Amplify Education has posted free self-guided science and ELA lesson videos that you 
can select by topic at 
https://freeresources.amplify.com/?utm_campaign=20200407_FY20_General_remotelearning
public_National_generalform_freeresources_National&utm_medium=dedicatedsend&utm_sou
rce=edweek 

4. (preK-12) Readworks www.readworks.org  has short passages in literature, science, social 
studies, etc. by grade level with comprehension questions (and answer keys). Some also include 
short videos or a “read aloud” of the passage to support the first reading of the passage for 
students who might need extra support. Texts can be printed. I suggest ‘printing’ the text (with 
questions and no answer key) as a PDF file that can be saved to your computer. Then either print 
hard copies of the questions at the end, or have students just write their answers on notebook 
paper. 

5. (gr K-12) The Smithsonian Tween Tribune https://www.tweentribune.com/ is a free 
resource for teachers and students. It has a huge collection of articles written in English and 
Spanish at various Lexile levels. The articles also come with a quiz to assess comprehension and 
students can post a comment about what they read. 

6. Newsela  https://newsela.com/ has a collection of articles on a range of topics, including the 
most current events. It’s free to access and read the same articles at any Lexile level; however, 
teachers who want to annotate articles or track student progress have to pay for the Pro version. 

7. CommonLit https://www.commonlit.org/ Teachers can search for a theme related to what they 
are teaching (e.g. fear, resilience, love or greed). Once they’ve selected a theme, they can view the 
texts that have been paired with that theme at a range of reading levels from elementary into high 
school. The texts include everything from famous speeches, historical documents, news articles to 
poems and stories.  

8. (gr 9-adult) Library of America – Story of the Week   http://storyoftheweek.loa.org/ You 
can subscribe to read excerpts and short stories (from a variety of genre) by well-known authors. 

 

Free Writing Resources 

(k-3) Writing templates:  https://01fd4346-c1b0-45d9-899e-
3654cb2c37d5.filesusr.com/ugd/5e86bd_8e6479c484d440588539ceab2bbae9c7.pdf  can be used with 
almost any text to summarize what was read or to create narrative texts. 



(k-3) Note Facts https://01fd4346-c1b0-45d9-899e-
3654cb2c37d5.filesusr.com/ugd/5e86bd_e1d55d5486ba4357ae4a0a6c07cd6a1a.pdf  helps students take 
notes on information read, cut the facts apart, and arrange them by topics and supporting details from 
one or more texts. 

Blackout Poetry [Betsy from Spark Creativity Blog Post] 
http://www.nowsparkcreativity.com/2020/03/distance-learning-blackout-poetry-check.html. Betsy’s 
Blog has many adaptable creative ideas. You might also want to check out: Food Truck Festival 

http://www.nowsparkcreativity.com/search?q=Food+Truck+Festival++  (design food trucks for 
characters, themes or historical events) and Genius Hour 
http://www.nowsparkcreativity.com/2020/04/distance-learning-genius-hour-is-perfect.html 

Differentiated assignment menus offer “choice” activities for students to complete each week, such 
as this high school unit of study menu for To Kill a Mockingbird https://01fd4346-c1b0-45d9-899e-
3654cb2c37d5.filesusr.com/ugd/5e86bd_6759680fb9594d1fad21f455e5ccc3f4.pdf. Students select which 
of the required number of tasks they’ll complete, but do not have to complete all of them. 

One Pagers are an alternative to summarizing and can be simple as - https://01fd4346-c1b0-45d9-
899e-3654cb2c37d5.filesusr.com/ugd/5e86bd_2d1ffd8964be4e8a9783e49ed023ab27.pdf or as detailed 
as these http://www.nowsparkcreativity.com/p/ready-for-one-pager-success.html 

Infographics are another alternative to reading/summarizing/using data. See examples and a teaching 
guide at https://venngage.com/blog/how-to-make-an-infographic-in-5-steps/ or students can view a 
“how to” Video (17 min.) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uQXf_d5Mgjg 


